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Tristesse at Paris-Maich 

Ordinarily, the Paris-Match building 
crackles with Gallic electricity as Eu- 
rope's best-paid, most buoyant journal- 
ists exclaim) over their latest: exploits, 
argue about polities and shout out the 
window to pretty girls who preen in a 
café across the street in the hope that 
they may get their pictures in the mag- 
azine, But last week a heavy silence sel- 
ded on Paris-Mateh, Statfers moved 
listlessly, speaking in low, conspiratorial 
whispers. An idle copy boy watched 
over the managing editor's ofice while 
as usual occupant, André Lacaze, ap- 
peared at the entrance to the building, 
waving an envelope. “There it is, pals, 
the final paycheek,” he told his col- 
longues, “Em all through after 20 years.” 
Then he walked away. 

The rristesve at) Paris-Match stems 
from the strikes that swept France last 
month. Caught up in the heady drive 
to democratize all instituGions, the pres- 
agious Puris-Match stal¥ announced its 
intention of forming an ussociauion to 
participate in the running of the mag- 
agine. Vhe journalists were concerned 
that Party-AMfaich might slacken its hard- 
driving, even daredevil news coverare. 
But their ambition collided head-on with 
the more traditional views of Publisher 
Jean Prouvost, who has very firm ideas 
ubout who ought to be running a pub- 
fication. At 83, Prouvost pleaded with 
hiv staf not to form the union, but 
they voted overwhelmingly to go ahead. 
The publisher retaliated by dismissing 
Execudve Editor Roger Thérond and 
Managing Editor Lacaze. Again the stall 
rebelled and voted to reinstate the ed- 
tors. Prouvost backed down—for the 
Moment, 

Abject Failure. But he soon pro- 
ceeded to outlank his staf! Without os- 
tensibly firing the reinstated editors, he 
instdled a new triumvirate over them: 
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Réné Cartier, business manager: Ruy- 
mond Cartier (no kin), a Star. ree 
porter; and Arnold de Contades, 35. a 
Prouvost: grandson-in-law who bas had 
no previous experience in journalism. 
Vhen he drew up a list of several stail- 
ers to be dismissed. This action, he 


maintained, was dictated by economic 
necessity. And. indeed. profits had 
slipped somewhat before the strike. 


By failing to publish four issues dur- 
ing the strikes, Paris-Match had Tost 
at least $TL000.000. Moreover. adver- 
tising orders had dropped, and the mag- 
azine Was hard put to maintain its 
prestrike 1,280,000 circulation. By trim- 
ming the staff, Prouvost estimated that 
he could save $400,000 a year. “For 
20 years the staff grew,” said Ray- 
mond Cartier. “But no one was fired. 
Our intention is to get rid of a few 
who don’t work." 

The 9 Paris-Match employees, of 
course, were not buying that line. They 
promised to economize and voted to 
strike in October, the first month of 
heavy fall advertising, if the dismissals 
were carried out. They fear that the 
famed Paris-Match spirit has been Ta- 
tally damaged, that the flamboyant 
weekly will never be quite the same 
again. “We are a team, with our 1.000th 
issue just) published,” suid a veteran 
staller. “It was going to be a big fete 
with a photo exposition at the Louvre 
with 1,000 pictures, Now, instead, the 
mood is one of mourning.” 
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